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The 65-mile Vermilion River flows north from the Savannah Lakes (Mud Lake and 
Spring Lake) in the village of Bailey Lakes (Ashland County). It empties into Lake 
Erie in the city of Vermilion (Erie County). Significant tributaries to the Vermilion 
include the East Fork, the East Branch, the Southwest Branch and Buck Creek. 
The entire river system’s watershed is 268 square miles (171,520 acres) and 
covers portions of Ashland, Erie, Huron, Lorain and Richland counties. 

The southern shore of Lake Erie near the Vermilion River mouth was inhabited by 
the Erie Indians until around 1655 when hostile Iroquois people moved into the 
area and eradicated them. By the 18th century, Chippewa, Ottawa and Wyandot 
tribes began to occupy upland areas adjacent to the river to trade furs and to take 
advantage of prime hunting and fishing locations. 

The name “Vermilion” is derived from an old French word meaning ‘red,’ which is 
representative of the reddish clay commonly found along the river’s course. The river 
has also been referred to as the Oulame Thepy, River en Grys, and has been spelled 
with two L’s. Official recognition of the name “Vermilion River” took place in 1899.

Portions of the lower Vermilion are characterized by high shale cliffs, which are 
present throughout the Vermilion River Reservation of the Lorain County Metro 
Park system. The upper reaches of the river navigate low rolling hills and end 
moraines through highly agricultural lands. 

Near the mouth, the city of Vermilion’s harbor area offers both commercial and 
publicly-available ramps and marinas to recreational boaters. For canoeists and 
kayakers, the Vermilion-Lorain Water Trail was dedicated in 2009, offering a unique 
paddling experience that begins on the Vermilion River at Mill Hollow/Vermilion 
River Reservation, follows the Lake Erie shore east, then continues up the Black 
River to the Bur Oak Area of the Black River Reservation. Anglers are drawn to the 
area for the smallmouth bass and steelhead yields.

Vermilion River

Empties into: Lake Erie
Mouth: Vermilion, OH
Length: 65 miles

Elevation at source: 1,030 feet above sea level
Elevation at mouth: 573 feet above sea level
Average fall: 7.7 feet per mile

8-digit HUC: 04100012
8-digit HUC name: Huron-Vermilion

Number of Access Sites: 9
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VE1

Amenities:Location Map:Location:
5540 Huron Street, 
east of Main Street 

Beach

Waterbody:
Vermilion River 

Lake Erie

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 0 and RM 1

Jurisdiction:
Vermilion, OH

County:
Erie

Latitude: 
N 41° 25.53’

Longitude: 
W 082° 21.882’

Access 
Site Type:

Recreation 
Scenic

Date Visited:

Learn More: 
Erie MetroParks
www.eriemetroparks.org 

VE2/3

and East Exchange Park

 Location  
(Harbour Town):

Main and Huron 
streets

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 0 and RM 1

Jurisdiction:
Vermilion, OH

County:
Erie

Harbour Town: 
Lat: N 41° 25.45’

Long: W 082° 21.94’

East Exchange:
 Lat: N 41° 25.33’

Long: W 082° 21.83’

Access 
Site Type:

Scenic

Date Visited:

Amenities:Location Map:

Field Notes:

Learn More: 
Vermilion Chamber of Commerce
www.vermilionohio.com  

Location (East Exchange):
Liberty Avenue (US 6), at Exchange Street

Harbour Town

East Exchange

The 1.5-acre Wakefield MetroPark is situated between Lake Erie and the west 
bank of the Vermilion River. It is adjacent to and accessible from Main Street 
Beach. Wakefield MetroPark is undeveloped (as of January 2013) and features 
a beach (the continuation of Main Street Beach) and passive recreational 
opportunities, such as fishing and wildlife viewing. A jetty at the Vermilion 
River mouth is accessible from the MetroPark for additional fishing access. 

Erie MetroParks acquired the property in 2010. The entire park parcel is 
under a conservation easement, which is held by the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy.   

Harbour Town Municipal 
Boat DocksWakefield MetroPark
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VE4/5

McGarvey’s Landing

Amenities:Location Map:Location
(McGarvey’s):

Liberty Avenue, east 
of West River Road 

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 0 and RM 1

Jurisdiction:
Vermilion, OH

County:
Erie

McGarvey’s: 
Lat: N 41° 25.34’

Long: W 082° 21.45’

Centennial Park:
 Lat: N 41° 25.28’

Long: W 082° 21.51’

Access 
Site Type:

Recreation

Date Visited:

and Vermilion Rotary Centennial Park

Field Notes:

Learn More: 
Vermilion Chamber of Commerce
www.vermilionohio.com  

McGarvey’s Landing

Vermilion Rotary
Centennial Park 

Vermilion Rotary Centennial Park Location:
West River Road, south of Liberty Avenue (US 6)

VE6

South Street Launch Ramp

Amenities:Location Map:Location:
West River Road and 

South Street

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 0 and RM 1

Jurisdiction:
Vermilion, OH

County:
Erie

Latitude: 
N 41° 25.19’

Longitude: 
W 082° 21.46’

Access 
Site Type:

Recreation

Date Visited:

Learn More: 
Vermilion Chamber of Commerce
www.vermilionohio.com

Field Notes:
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VE7

Vermilion River Reservation

Location 
(Bacon Woods):

51211 North Ridge 
Road, southwest of 

Vermilion Road (east 
bank of Vermilion River, 

opposite Mill Hollow)

Location 
(Mill Hollow):

51211 North Ridge 
Road, east of Morse 
Road (west bank of 

Vermilion River,  
opposite Bacon Woods)

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Bacon Woods and 
Mill Hollow between 

RM 6 and RM 7; 
Entire Vermilion River 
Reservation between 

RM 2 and RM 13

Date Visited:

Learn More: 
Lorain County Metro Parks
www.metroparks.cc

The Vermilion River Reservation is comprised of two adjacent areas, Bacon 
Woods and Mill Hollow. Both are located on North Ridge Road, but on 
opposite sides of the Vermilion River. 

The sheer shale cliffs along the river, revealing many layers of geologic 
history, are the most prominent feature at the reservation. 

The Vermilion River Reservation features open space, five miles of wooded 
trails, an amphitheater and the Benjamin Bacon Museum and Carriage Barn. 
The museum exhibits various themes of daily life in the 1840s.

The reservation is also the western trailhead for the Vermilion-Lorain Water 
Trail, a designated paddling route with several access points along the 
Vermilion and Black rivers and along the Lake Erie shore.

The Vermilion River Reservation was donated to the Lorain County Metro 
Parks in 1958 by Dorothy Bacon DeMuth, a distant relative of Benjamin 
Bacon. The reservation was the Metro Park system’s first park.

Field Notes:

VE7

Amenities:

Location Map:

Lat/Long
(Bacon Woods): 
N 41° 22.93’
W 082° 19.04’

Lat/Long
(Mill Hollow}: 
N 41° 22.91’
W 082° 18.93’

Jurisdiction:
Brownhelm 
Township, OH

County:
Lorain

Access Site Type:
Recreation

Date Visited:
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VE8

Schoepfle Garden
Location:

Market Street, just south 
of State Route 113

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 14 and RM 16

Jurisdiction:
Florence 

Township, OH

County:
Erie

Main Entrance: 
Lat: N 41° 19.87’

Long: W 082° 21.05’

South Street: 
Lat: N 41° 19.73’

Long: W 082° 21.19’

Community 
Center:

Lat: N 41° 19.6’
Long: W 082° 21.44’

Access Site Type:
Recreation

Scenic

Date Visited:

Amenities:Location Map:

Learn More: 
Lorain County Metro Parks
www.metroparks.cc  

The 70-acre Schoepfle Garden features finely-manicured botanical gardens, 
natural woodlands and mill ruins along the Vermilion River. The gardens 
include a Formal Garden, the Shade Garden, a Children’s Garden and natural 
woodlands. A variety of foliage on the grounds include, but are not limited to, 
European Beech, Paperbark Maple, Japanese Umbrella Pine, rhododendrons, 
roses and ornamental grasses. 

Schoepfle Garden was donated to the Lorain County Metro Parks in 1969 
by Otto Schoepfle. He had purchased the house and land in 1936, which 
was originally owned by his grandparents. The botanical gardens were the 
comprehensive result of Schoepfle’s multiple European travels. He continued 
to reside in the house until his death in 1992. 

VE9

Augusta-Anne Olsen 
State Nature Preserve

Amenities:Location Map:Location:
West River Road, 

south of Burns Road

Waterbody:
Vermilion River

River Mile 
Location:

Between 
RM 21 and RM 23

Jurisdiction:
Wakeman 

Township, OH

County:
Huron

Latitude: 
N 41° 16.37’

Longitude: 
W 082° 24.5’

Access 
Site Type:

Natural

Date Visited:

Learn More: 
ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves
www.ohiodnr.com/dnap  

Originally known as the Vermilion River Preserve, the 132-acre Augusta-Anne 
Olsen State Nature Preserve features ridge top oaks, maples, a mixed floodplain 
forest and a variety of spring wildflowers. A network of dirt and grass trails, 
including the Spring, River Loop, River and Sassafras trails, wind throughout the 
preserve. The preserve is tucked within a large bend in the Vermilion River. The 
Sassafras Trail hugs the river’s edge and affords many scenic views of the river. 
The trail also features one of the largest sassafras trees in Ohio. 

The original 83 acres of the nature preserve were donated to ODNR Division 
of Natural Areas and Preserves by Augusta-Anne Olsen. In 1996, the division 
purchased an additional 47 acres of the farm to add to the preserve, which is 
located about one mile north of Wakeman. 


