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Lake Erie 
is socially, 

economically & 
environmentally 

significant.

Lake Erie plays a defining role 
in Ohio’s economy starting with 
trading and continuing today with 

agriculture, manufacturing, 
shipping and tourism. 

Lake Erie was a key element 
in the formation of the United 

States from the writing of the 
Northwest Ordinance to the Battle 
of Lake Erie in the War of 1812, to 
connecting slaves to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad. 

Lake Erie and our nation’s 
waters were slowly degraded 
during the post-Civil War 
Industrial Revolution. However, 
Lake Erie’s health improved quickly 
after the early-1970s passage 
and implementation of the Clean 
Water Act and the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. 

Since then, many legacy pollutants 
have been removed from Lake Erie, 
which is now used as a representative 
model for ecosystem recovery. 

Today, groups are working to address 
modern challenges including nutrient 
pollution, sedimentation and the 
impacts of aquatic invasive species. 

119,000 
number of Ohio jobs directly linked to 

Lake Erie.   

 $12.9 billion 
money annually spent by visitors to 
Ohio’s 8 coastal counties. (2013 statistics from Ohio Sea Grant)

Lake Erie Literacy Principle 8e:
The economy is diverse 
around Lake Erie, with major 
sectors in industry, recreation 
and tourism, agriculture, 
commercial and sport 
fisheries, forestry and mining.

Lake Erie Literacy - 8

coastal.ohiodnr.gov
105 West Shoreline Drive, Sandusky 44870 | 419-626-7980 Office of Coastal Management
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Background: Put-in-Bay Harbor viewed from atop Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial (Ottawa County)

He
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The Lake Erie fishery generates 

more than $900 million annually for Ohio’s economy.  


