
Water 
makes Earth habitable.

Fresh Water 
sustains life.

6 quadrillion 
gallons of fresh water in the Great 

Lakes. This is 95% of the United 
States’ and 20% of the world’s 

fresh surface water supply. 

127.7 trillion 
gallons of water in Lake Erie, 

roughly 2% of the Great Lakes 
water volume.  

11 million
people who use Lake Erie as their 

source of daily drinking water.

2.6 years
 retention time of Lake Erie.  

Lake Erie is our mirror. 
Our actions on 
land will be 
reflected 

in the 
quality 
of Lake 

Erie’s 
water. 

We 
must 

all live in 
ways that 

sustain the lake 
and conserve resources. 

Lake Erie Literacy Principle 4c:
All aquatic and terrestrial 
organisms in Lake Erie’s 
watershed need a source of 
freshwater to survive.
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Pr
es
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et

lan
ds

. T
hey store floodwaters and reduce nutrients.   Adopt green infrastructure practi

ce
s.
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. K
eep containers covered at the curb.            Clear trash and debris out of sto

rm

 dra
in

s. 

Our actions on land can improve our water. 

Lake Erie Literacy  - 4


