
Lake Erie, 
one of the five

 Great Lakes, 
is a body of 

fresh water with 

many features.

Lake Erie Literacy - 1

Length (west to east): 241 miles 
Breadth (north to south): 57 miles
Total Coast Length: 871 miles 
Ohio’s Coast Length: 312 miles 

Elevation: 573.4 feet IGLD 1985 
Water Retention Time: 2.6 years 
Volume: 127.7 trillion gallons 
Water Surface Area: 9,910 sq. mi.
Ohio’s Water Surface Area: 3,516 sq. mi.

Watershed Drainage Area: 30,140 sq. mi.
Outlets: Niagara River and Welland Canal 

Bordered by: United States [Ohio, New 
York, Pennsylvania and Michigan] and 
Canada [Province of Ontario].

Lake Erie Literacy Principle 1c:
While smallest by volume, 
Lake Erie is an integral part of 
the Great Lakes, the world’s 
largest supply of fresh surface 
water. Lake Erie’s shore and 
watershed include the most 
southerly reaches of the Great 
Lakes ecosystem. 

coastal.ohiodnr.gov
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Lake Erie Literacy Principle 1b:
Lake Erie is the shallowest, 
most southern, warmest in 
summer, coldest in winter and 
most biologically productive 
Great Lake.
Lake Erie contains three basins, 
each with distinct features, 
circulation and ecology.
•	Western Basin: Toledo to 

Sandusky; average depth: 24 feet.  
•	Central Basin: east of Sandusky to 

Conneaut; average depth 60 feet.
•	Eastern Basin: Conneaut to 

Buffalo; average depth 90 feet. 

Lake Erie Bathymetry and Physiographic Features LE5

PENNSYLVANIA

NEW YORK

OHIO

MICHIGAN

ONTARIO

Erie

Cleveland

Toledo

Detroit

London

Windsor

Lake St. Clair
(Bathymetry not illustrated)

Lake Erie

St. Catharines

Buffalo

Western Basin

Central Basin

Eastern Basin

North Bass Island
Middle Bass Island

South Bass Island

Pelee
Island

Mar blehead Peninsula

Pelee-Lorai n Ri d ge

Lorain Valley

C
lear

C
reek

R
idge Dunkir k Esca rpme nt

Long
Po

in
t-

Er
ie

Ridge
Long Point Escarpment

Sandusky Basin

Poi nt
P

elee
Ridge

Erieau Ridge

Gasline Ridge

Fairport Ridge

Buffalo
Knoll

Pennsylvania C hannel

Pelee
Passage

South Passage

Conneaut Bank

D
un

kirk Bank

P ort M a i t l an d
Ba

nk

Point
Pele e

Fan

Maumee
Bay

Sandusky
Bay

Pigeon Bay

Lon
g

Po
in

tB
ay

Inner Bay

Woodtick
Peninsula

Cedar
Point

Bay Point

Van Buren
Point

Point
Abino

2
1

3
4

5

7

6

8
9

12

11
10

14

13

16

15

Grant
Point

Pr
es

que Isl
e BankPennsylv ani a R id

ge

Lorain Bank

Cleveland R i d ge

Stony
Point

Locust
Point

Bar
Point

Cedar Point

Point
Pelee

Avon
Point

Moss
Point

Point
aux Pins

Long Point

Presque
Isle

Sturgeon
Point

Catawba
Island

Kelleys
Island

Grand
Island

Niagara
Falls

Niagara River

Grand River

W
el

la
nd

C
an

a
l

D
et

ro
it

River

3

5 6
7

8 9 10
12 14

15
16 17 18 19 20

13

Littles
Point

St
. C

l a
ir

R
iv

er

Lake Huron
(Bathymetry not illustrated)

Ashtabula

Lorain
Sandusky

Monroe

1
2

4

11

WOOD

ASHTABULA

TRUMBULL
LORAIN

ERIE

GEAUGA

LAKE

CUYAHOGA

SANDUSKY

OTTAWA

PORTAGE

LUCAS

OAKLAND

WAYNE

LAPEER

ST. CLAIR

MONROE

MACOMB

GENESEE

ERIE

WARREN

CRAWFORD

ELK

MERCER

FOREST

CLARION

ERIE

CHAUTAUQUA

CATTARAUGUS

NIAGARA

KENT

MIDDLESEX

LAMBTON

ELGIN

ESSEX

OXFORD
BRANT

HALDIMAND-NORFOLK

NIAGARA

HAMILTON-
WENTWORTH

LAKE ERIE WESTERN BASIN ISLANDS
1 - Turtle Island
2 - West Sister Island
3 - Middle Sister Island
4 - North Harbour Island
5 - East Sister Island
6 - Hen Island
7 - Little Chicken Island
8 - Big Chicken Island

9 - Chick Island
10 - Sugar Island
11 - Rattlesnake Island
12 - Green Island
13 - Mouse Island
14 - Ballast Island
15 - Middle Island
16 - Johnson's Island

Maximum Depth

210 ft (64 m)

DeeperShallower

Bathymetry Legend
Average Depth

62 ft (19 m)

Minimum Depth

≈0-3 ft (0-1 m)

LAKE ERIE CANADIAN "POINTS"
1 - Patrick Point
2 - Plum Point 
3 - Turkey Point
4 - Peacock Point
5 - Hoover Point
6 - Featherstone Point
7 - Evans Point
8 - Blott Point
9 - Low Point
10 - Rock Point

11 - Mohawk Point 
12 - Grabell Point
13 - Morgans Point
14 - Rathfon Point
15 - Sugarloaf Point
16 - Cassady Point
17 - Pine Crest Point
18 - Shisler Point
19 - Sunrise Point
20 - Windmill Point

GIS Dat a Sources
Lake E rie  Bathym etry  -  Na t iona l Oceanic and Atmospher ic  Admini st ra ti on (NOAA), 2004
Lake E rie  and La ke  St .  C lair  Shore l ine  -  NOAA,  2004
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This map is a product of the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Office of Coastal Management and is
intended to provide general information only.
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