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Lake Erie,
one of the five

Great Lakes,

is a body of
fresh water with
many features.

Lake Erie Literacy Principle 1c:
While smallest by volume,
Lake Erie is an integral part of
the Great Lakes, the world’s
largest supply of fresh surface
water. Lake Erie’s shore and
watershed include the most
southerly reaches of the Great
Lakes ecosystem.

Lake Erie Literacy Principle 1b:
Lake Erie is the shallowest,
most southern, warmest in
summer, coldest in winter and
most biologically productive
Great Lake.

Lake Erie contains three basins,

each with distinct features,
circulation and ecology.

Lake Erie Bathymetry and Physiographic Features

e Western Basin: Toledo to
Sandusky; average depth: 24 feet.

e Central Basin: east of Sandusky to
Conneaut; average depth 60 feet.

e Fastern Basin: Conneaut to
Buffalo; average depth 90 feet.

Length (west to east): 241 miles
Breadth (north to south): 57 miles Q0
Total Coast Length: 871 miles O
Ohio’s Coast Length: 312 miles
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Elevation: 573.4 feet IGLD 1985

Water Retention Time: 2.6 years
Volume: 127.7 trillion gallons

Water Surface Area: 9,910 sq. mi.

Ohio’s Water Surface Area: 3,516 sqg. mi.
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Watershed Drainage Area: 30,140 sq. mi.
Outlets: Niagara River and Welland Canal
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| . Bordered by: United States [Ohio, New
York, Pennsylvania and Michigan] and aMarsh State/v
Canada [Province of Ontario]. o &%.

coastal.ohiodnr.gov
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